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DDIMENSIONS OF IMENSIONS OF CACA OORGANIC RGANIC AAGG

Acreage
National importance of CA organic
Sales
Commodities produced
Organic as part of CA ag
Number of growers
Entry and exit
Income concentration



UUNIQUE NIQUE RREPORTING EPORTING SSYSTEM FOR YSTEM FOR 
CA OCA ORGANIC RGANIC PPROGRAMROGRAM

CA Organic Products Act 2003
All producers marketing products using the 
organic claim must register with the CDFA 
Organic Program on an annual basis.
Registration is different from and in addition 
to organic certification



AACRESCRES OFOF CACA OORGANIC RGANIC CCOMMODITIES OMMODITIES 
2005 2005 ––194,907 A194,907 ACRESCRES
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CACA PPERCENTAGE ERCENTAGE ofof
USUS CCERTIFIED ERTIFIED OORGANIC RGANIC CCROPLANDROPLAND, , 20052005
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USUS CCERTIFIED ERTIFIED OORGANIC RGANIC VVEGETABLE EGETABLE 
AACREAGE CREAGE byby SSTATE, TATE, 20052005
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USUS CCERTIFIED ERTIFIED OORGANIC RGANIC FFRUITRUIT andand NNUT UT 
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CACA OORGANIC RGANIC SSALES ALES 20052005
$503$503 MMILLIONILLION
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CA ORGANIC CA ORGANIC ANDAND CONVENTIONAL CONVENTIONAL 
SALES  SALES  -- 20052005
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SSALES ALES ofof TTOP OP 2020 OORGANIC RGANIC CCOMMODITIES  OMMODITIES  
CACA 20052005

$40,424,591$40,424,59114,50414,5041717DairyDairy11

14,452,00014,452,000NANA33Chicken Chicken –– meatmeat99

12,057,00012,057,0004454454141Layer hensLayer hens1010

19,223,00019,223,0004,3624,362173173Lettuce, allLettuce, all66

17,155,00017,155,0003,3213,321121121SpinachSpinach88

18,424,00018,424,0006,7816,781138138Wine grapesWine grapes77

24,648,00024,648,0002,8302,8307575Table GrapesTable Grapes55

24,858,00024,858,0003,0923,092133133CarrotsCarrots44

25,141,00025,141,0001,4061,406112112StrawberryStrawberry33

39,184,00039,184,0008,8958,8958787Salad mixSalad mix22

SalesSalesAcresAcresNumber of Number of 
GrowersGrowers

CommodityCommodityRankRank



SSALES ALES ofof TTOP OP 2020 OORGANIC RGANIC CCOMMODITIESOMMODITIES
CACA 2005 2005 (CONTINUED)(CONTINUED)

6,764,9336,764,9331,0431,0434848CeleryCelery1919

7,372,0007,372,0004,1734,1732929TomatoTomato––processing processing 1818

6,781,8376,781,8378008001313DatesDates2020

9,718,0339,718,0333323325656RaspberryRaspberry1515

7,480,0007,480,000668668231231Tomato Tomato –– freshfresh1717

8,134,0008,134,0001,8761,876179179AvocadoAvocado1616

10,253,00010,253,0002,9972,997143143BroccoliBroccoli1414

10,657,00010,657,0004,4454,4455353Raisin grapesRaisin grapes1313

11,252,00011,252,0003,4703,4707575AlmondAlmond1212

11,531,00011,531,00014,47514,4757070RiceRice1111

SalesSalesAcresAcresNumber of Number of 
GrowersGrowers

CommodityCommodityRankRank



TRENDS IN CA ORGANIC AG

AcreageAcreage
SalesSales
Number of growersNumber of growers
Entry and exitEntry and exit
Income concentrationIncome concentration



CACA OORGANIC RGANIC AACREAGE CREAGE 
194,907194,907 AACRES in CRES in 20052005
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CA OCA ORGANIC RGANIC SSALES ALES 
$503 MILLION in $503 MILLION in 20052005
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NNUMBERUMBER OFOF CACA OORGANIC RGANIC GGROWERSROWERS
2005 2005 –– 1,795 GROWERS*1,795 GROWERS*
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1,414 1,535 1,535 1,534 1,534 1,480 1,480 1,444 1,444 1,475 1,475

479 380 304 270 278 320358 381 358 306 247
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1,893 1,915
1,838 1,750 1,722 1,795

EENTRY & NTRY & EEXIT OF XIT OF RREGISTERED EGISTERED 
OORGANIC RGANIC GGROWERS IN ROWERS IN CACA

Exiting growers were registered for the previous year 
but did not continue registration into the given year.

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005



REASONS FOR EXIT 

Consolidation
Name change of farm
Retired, deceased
Too much paper work
Market access
Beyond organic



CCHARACTERISTICS OF HARACTERISTICS OF EENTRYNTRY

Conventional grower diversification
New farmer
Expansion by acquisition of property
Name change
Consolidation



IINCOMENCOME CCONCENTRATIONONCENTRATION inin CA CA 
OORGANICRGANIC AAGG, 2005, 2005
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CCALIFORNIAALIFORNIA TTRENDSRENDS

Organic sales in CA are growing at double Organic sales in CA are growing at double 
digit rates without an increase in the number digit rates without an increase in the number 
of growers and a slower growth rate in of growers and a slower growth rate in 
acreage.acreage.

Vegetable crops and fruits dominate.Vegetable crops and fruits dominate.

Livestock and poultry sales are now growing Livestock and poultry sales are now growing 
at a faster rate than produce.at a faster rate than produce.


