December 16, 2008

The Honorable Barack Obama
President-Elect, United States of America
P.O. Box 8102
Chicago, IL, 60680
Sent by email to change.gov and by mail
Dear President-Elect Obama:

CCOF (California Certified Organic Farmers) extends sincere congratulations to you on
winning the historical election to the Presidentyhe United States.

Founded by a group of organic farmers in 1973, C@&Qfne of the oldest and largest organic
certifiers in North America. In addition to ceyiiig more than 2,000 producers, processors and
handlers, we serve 400 supporting members. Otifiedrmembers represent 29 states and 6
countries, and we certify over 80% of the orgamieage in California alone.

With our long history and tradition of organic ptmtion, we are in alignment with your own
concept of a healthy, vibrant food system. Weyaskto fill the Secretary of Agriculture

position with someone who holds the same valuesdgosomeone who will not carry out the
status quo that has existed in this country famsoy years, of supporting a subsidy program for
commodity crops that continues to damage our enmient, our economy, the economies of
developing nations, and our international relatiove ask that you appoint someone who truly
will pursue an American food system that is orgamd sustainable. We are ready to help you
with this monumental task in whatever capacity peed.

TheTime Magazinarticle quoting your comments about our food sysbeing dependant on
imported, cheap fossil fuels, and being vulneradlpests and diseases due to lack of diversity
show the level of awareness you've developed aAmarica’s food system. We are pleased
that your campaign platform included so many wedlught-out proposals for reforming our
food system to one that is less energy consumptieee environmentally friendly, more
focused on family farms, more accessible to all mode sustainable.

Organic agriculture meets all these parametersigirohe continual improvement of the USDA
National Organic Program and through the amazitgyar& of farmers, processors and handlers,
advocates and consumers that work actively oreadll$ to fine tune existing regulations,
introduce new laws and regulations, train produeersprocessors and educate consumers about
why an organic food system is so important.

Some of these individuals and groups spent yearkimgpon the benefits that are in the 2008
Farm Bill for organic and transitioning farmers.e\lre excited that so many of our members
will be able to take advantage of the expanded cga@ertification Cost Share Program just
launched. And we are working with other groupsrsure that the Senate and House



Appropriations Committee honor Congress’ desirtiity funding the EQIP organic transition
program.

We're encouraged that you plan to regulate confar@chal feeding operations and cap
Environmental Quality Incentives Program fundingtftose operations. We believe that food
safety is a critical topic for agriculture, and sugport best practices and/or regulations based on
scale and risk analysis rather than “one sizafitsAnd, we support efforts to sustain family
farms.

We thank you for your attention and look forwarcctmtinued contact with you and your
administration.

Sincerely,

Peggy Miars
Executive Director



